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an understanding between Austria and Russia on the
basis of the Serbian reply.feo)
Berchtold immediately objected, announcing his abso-
lute refusal to entertain such negotiations. Since the Serbian
reply had been qualified by Austria as "unacceptable" it
could not he declared be made the subject of negotiation.,
which would moreover offend public opinion in Austria
and Hungary: and he added that in any case war had
just been declared on Serbia (which, as we shall see, was
true) in order to put an end to her "provocation" and
that a new situation had thus arisen.(3i)
Sir Edward Grey had for his part conceived an idea
similar to that of Sazonov, which he communicated to
the Wilhelmstrasse through the medium of Lichnowsky,
the German ambassador in London, whose telegram was
of such a nature as to make a strong impression on
Bethmann-Hollweg.(32) Sir Edward Grey, Lichnowsky
reported, said that if Austria would not be satisfied with
the very conciliatory reply to her ultimatum which she
had received she would demonstrate her intention of
seeking only a "pretext" for attacking Serbia; and that
this "direct provocation" to Russia would lead to "the
most terrible war that Europe has ever seen." He requested
Germany's mediation to persuade Austria to accept the
Serbian reply "either as satisfactory, or as a basis of
negotiation." Lichnowsky added that "for the first time"
Sir Edward Grey was showing himself "displeased."
As a result of this disturbing communication Bethmann-
Hollweg transmitted the London proposal to Vienna for
Austria's "examination." But he did not support it. He
contented himself with asking "to be informed of"
Berchtold's "views" upon Sir Edward Grey's sugges-
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